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SHINE FACT SHEET #23

Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Coverage
 Begins January 1, 2006 – Are You Ready?

Q
When can I enroll in a Medicare prescription drug plan?

A
The initial enrollment period is from November 15, 2005-May 15, 2006

Q
Should I enroll is a plan even if I have drug coverage now?

A
Almost all current health plans providing drug coverage to Medicare beneficiaries will be affected by this change.  Find out how your plan will be affected.  Then, compare your current plan to plans being offered by Medicare and choose the one that is best for you.

Q
When will I know what plans are being offered by Medicare?

A
Details about the Medicare plans being offered in your area and what they will cost will be available in October 2005.

Q
What can I do now to get ready for the initial enrollment period?

A
Be familiar with the details of the prescription drug coverage you have now and what it costs.  Look for information in the mail telling you about any changes to the plan you have now.

Q
What if I don’t have prescription drug coverage now?

A
Even if you don’t have coverage, start thinking about what kind of prescription drug coverage you need and can afford.  Make a list of all prescription drugs you currently take.  Ask your doctor if another drug can be substituted if your current drug is not covered and have him/her explain the reason.  Ask about generic drugs that might work as well. 

Q
What if I need help comparing plans in order to make a decision?

A
Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) or talk to a SHINE counselor by calling 1-800-243-4636.  TDD/TTY users call 1-800-872-016.

SHINE FACT SHEET #24

How the new Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage will Effect

 Someone on Mass Health (Medicaid)
· The new Medicare prescription drug coverage will be available starting January 1, 2006.
· Beginning January 1, 2006, all Medicare beneficiaries who also have full Medicaid benefits from Mass Health will receive their prescription drug coverage through Medicare (Part D) instead of through Medicaid (Mass Health).
· Because you have full Medicaid benefits, you will be automatically eligible to receive some extra help 
to pay the premiums, deductibles, and co-payments associated with the Medicare prescription drug coverage.  You will not have to fill out an application to get this extra help.  You will receive a letter from CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) in May 2005 verifying that you are eligible for the extra help with costs associated with the Medicare prescription drug coverage.  
· In October 2005 you will receive another letter from CMS that will tell you that they have selected a Medicare prescription drug plan for you which will begin on January 1, 2006.  Unless you choose to enroll into a different plan, you will be automatically enrolled in that plan on January 1, 2006.
· After you receive the letter, if you want to enroll in a different Medicare prescription drug plan, you may do so.  You can enroll in a new plan by calling the company directly.  If you choose a new plan by December 31, 2005, it will be effective on January 1, 2006.  If you decide later that you would like to switch to a different plan, you may do so at any time by calling the company offering the new plan. 
· If you need information about what plans are available to you or help choosing a Medicare prescription drug plan that best meets your needs, contact your local SHINE Counselor at 1-800-AGE-INFO for free assistance, or contact Medicare at 1-800-633-4227 (TTY, 1-877-486-2048).
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